
Poetry vocabulary lesson 3
By: Laura Drake



Recap

• Last week we went over more vocab words like couplet, consonance, 
common meter, chiasmus or antimetabole and caesura. And we did end 
learning what they mean. And remember how I said we are going over 
iambic pentameter sometime during this breakout session? Well we’ll 
going over the word today!



Diction 

• Diction is usually used to describe the level of formality that a speaker 
uses.

• Three types of Diction:
• Diction (formal or high): Proper, elevated, elaborate, and often polysyllabic language. This type 

of language used to be thought the only type suitable for poetry.

• Neutral or middle diction: Correct language characterized by directness and simplicity.

• Diction (informal or low): Relaxed, conversational and familiar language.
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Dramatic monologue

• A type of poem, derived from the theater, in which a speaker addresses an 
internal listener or the reader. 

• Example: In some dramatic monologues, especially those by Robert Browning, the speaker may reveal 
his personality in unexpected and unflattering ways. 

• Three years have gone by. Yes, the sun’s come up over

• a thousand times. Summers and winter have cracked the mountains a little bit more and the

• rains have brought down some of the dirt. Some babies that weren’t even born before have

• begun talking regular sentences already; and a number of people who thought they were right

• young and spry have noticed that they can’t bound up a flight of stairs like they used to

• without their heart fluttering a little. All that can happen in a thousand days. Nature’s been

• pushing and contriving in other ways, too: a number of young people fell in love and got

• married. Yes, the mountain got bit away a few fractions of an inch; millions of gallons of water

• went by the mill; and here and there a new home was set up under a roof. Almost everybody

• in the world gets married- you know what I mean? In our town there aren’t hardly any

• exceptions. Most everybody in the world climbs into their graves married. (Our Town).
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End-stopped line

• A line ending in a full pause, usually indicated with a period or semicolon. 

• Example:



Enjambment

• A line with no end punctuation but running over into the next line.
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Explication

• A complete and detailed analysis of a work of literature, it is often word-
by-word and line-by-line. 
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Foot or prosody

• Is a heavy measured of heavy and light stresses.
• Numbers of feet:

• monometer (1 foot).

• dimeter (2 feet).

• trimeter (3 feet).

• tetrameter (4 feet).

• pentameter (5 feet).

• hexameter (6 feet).

• heptameter or septenary (7 feet).
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Heroic couplet

• Two successive rhyming lines of iambic pentameter.

• The second line is usually end- stopped.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://2012books.lardbucket.org/books/british-literature-through-history/s05-the-restoration-and-eighteenth.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Iambic pentameter

• Lamb (iambic) meaning an unstressed foot. And it is the most common 
and natural kind of meter in English. 

• What it does is elevate speech to poetry.


